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1 THE WOMAN WITH A TALENT: 1
T" ON'T you please give a talk

?1 A " y0Ur pfl6 t0 Irls wh
j Y Y havo u,ent r t,,ink ti,cr
: have? I may or may not bo

t,,c orly ono to write to you
J on the subject, but I do think there are
ft piany who would enjoy such a talk, and

be helped by it. How can wo tell If wn
have real talent? I have always liked
to write compositions and letters, and somany of my friends and relatives think
I will be a writer, but I am not so optl-- lIa mlstlc. v

" Many people think they lmvo a talent
I for somolhing and waste time and moncvtrying to make something out of ft. and

Y think the world cold and unapprcclativc.
I asked ono of my teachers what shothought of It. and she said It Is too carlv
to tell yet If I havc a reil, tftlenl forwriting-- though r had plenty of originality

i and write well and easily. Now If my
' talent Is not great or I have mistaken

it I want to find it. out as soon as possl-- t
blc and bend my energies to something

J that I can really do. If I really have It
I am willing to work hard and wait.
"Even If I never do write a prcat

piece of work. I want to be ablo to wrlto
pood stories, not trash, and crude things
that so many of our magazines, even

IH ome of the highest priced ones, are
flopping over with. I read that a certain
editor said he gets floods of manuscripts,

anything.
but only about one in a thousand Is worth

"I am 19 years old. Wishing you a con
tinuation of success I am one f your

I loyal readers. r. jr. g."
I This la an Interesting letter and one of
t the b6st of many I have received along
J much the same line OnlyR F G seems
j to have a root of patience and persistence
f In her that Is not displayed by all young1

girls, who are eager to rush Into" print
beforo thoy have fitted themselves for
their work For be it understood the pos-- j
session of talent docu not render you

j Immune so far as vigorous effort and al- -t

most heartbreaking toll are conrorned.
The highest talent, or genius itself. de-e- s

not do away with tho necessity for tools
:t or for learning to use them. On the other
1 hand, in many cases-- skill almost takes

tho place of a heaven sent gift, and hard
Jf work and perso erancc have won out
& when "talent, unfortified by elthor, would
i have been but a sorry dependence.

Let me give a case in Illustration of
4 this and it is a true story. A girl who

had received all the advantages of a lib-
eral education, but who had never show n

i ; any desire to write, married a poor man
,

' and found that an Increase of income
would be dosirablc. She u as a good house-
keeper, and one day on an impulse she
wrote the history of a domestic cxperi- -
ence and sent it to a magazine To her

f Joy and. a good deal to her astonishment
11 it was accepted and a minute cheek

stowed in return. Thus encouraged, sho
, R'roto more, and little by little worked

herself Into the position of sl rcgula- -
writer on home topics.

a Later on family circumstances threw
upon her the entire support of tho house-- '
hold and for years she earned enough to
Vtcp the home, to educate her children to
give them advantages of society and of
travel. Sho never deceived herself into
thinking that she had reaj talent or a
particle of the celestial spark of lnspira-'- '.

tlon. But she had been trained in her
schooldays to write well, she had read
widely and thoughtfully; sho had educat-
ed her powers of observation and of cx
prcEslon, and when the need camo to her

' she was far better prepared to meet it
; than if she had been an uncultured gen- -.

t' Iub. Always sho tried to mako her atylo
f the best possible, even when sho was

writing of nothing- loftier than the clcans- -

of pots and pins, and as a result she
lacked for work " Tho best of lis
but a poor kind," she used to saySlog her own efforts, but poor or high, they

her to givo her childron the ben- -
they would otherwise havo lacked.

' Tins in a good example of what hard
f work, backed by efficient training, will do

j even when one has no talent; and I could
; give a number of other anecdotes topro

the point. If ono possesses talent and re- -

inforcos this by drilling and practice the
outcome will be ccn better.

But how to find out if ono has talent?
I ean think of no belter method than to
mako the best of oneself In everyway and
then put the matter to the test by en-

deavoring to place one's copy In the mag-
azines or papers Perhaps some one will
any this Is not an unfailing touchstone of
merit, and postlbly there Is (ruth in this
Undoubtedly some of the 3torles which
have afterwards made a big success hae
gone begging from on publisher to an-

other for a long time before they saw the

light, and it Is also unquestionable that,
as my correspondent says, many of tho
highest priced magazines print trash, and
crude stuff. Tet I believe that with tmr
excepUons the writings whldta are really
worth while win out In the lone run, and
after a while their excellence is recog-
nized, Just as tie. " sloppy stuff " goes ita
way by and by into oblivion with, those
who produced it.

Then the query cornea, "Why do you wish
to write? Is it merely to make money
a. worthy object, I grant, but not tho
beat or to cet the little reputation you
may win by havinff your matarlai accept-
ed and put Into print, oris it because you
feel you really have a messajro to glvfr,
something to say that you think will be of
help and ought to be heard? Ef thelartls
the ctuoe you will find comfort and happi-
ness in writing and putting iDto worda the
thoughts which All your mind and heart
even, if you don't win a bijr success in
name or money.

Tho last la the way my correspondent
eenis to consider the poxitlon. Her de-lr- e,

to Judso tnm her letter, to to write
well, even if ab never achieves "a Us
piece of work." In those conditions I
think she Is wise to go on and practice,
striving to make the best she can of her-
self and to develop all she has In hr,
with no thought beyond this, so far a he
can help it-- It

Is wonderful and beautiful to havo
such a gift as Is held by some of eurSTat
writers, whoso utterances have uplifted
and strengthened humanity. I do not
marvel at the yearnings of any young1
creature to attain to this. But there are
other things left, even if one discovers,
after much striving, that what one had
hoped was a talent is nothing but a little
facility with tho pen which volves into
nothing big.

How many of the Corncritcsknow that
poem of Lowell' which seems to fit into
this connection?

"Twera glorious, no doubt, to be
Ono of the ttrony winced hierarchy. '
To bum with 8raph. or to nhlre
With cherlibf. dathlsly dlvlpe:
Tet I, perhaps poor earthly cjod.
Could I rorpet rayeolf In Ood.
Could I but And my nature's clue
Simply as blrda (tnd blosoma do.
And but for one rapt moment know
'TIs heaven mojt come not w must ro.
Should win my place at near thethron
A the pearl ancel of Its zone,
And God would llten mid the throns
T"or my ono breath of perfect ionc,
That In ita nimple; human way
Said all tbe host of heaven could aay.

Do I seem to bring celestial things too
near the earth when I say that to my
mind oven a talent docs not impress mo
an the greatest thing in the world? So
many young girls aro looking for this and
feeling that they cannot fill up the meas-
ure of their ambitions uafesa they become
wonderful or unusual! Yet when weeome
down to It, what Is there better or finer
in the whole world than to mako the best

h,

of ourelve as we are, and net to wtrd IHagainst the providence which ha not Hgranted us talent or genius? j H
Only here and there do we find vomeeae IHthus endowed, and from a 'on rti-- t

' H
once I feet myself qualified to mttrk H
that such are not always the most agrte- - IHable to live with. In point ef fact, some-- ' IHtimes they are hard to endure, and white . H
their talents may win thm reputation H
outsdde of the home it does net brlps ' Hpeace to those with whom thay are H
thrown into closest contact. H

Let this reflection brine connotation to H
those who discover after many trials' that
they aro not fitted to shine in lefcUrrsor IflHart or to practice anything elaewhiohrill llHbrine them public attention. , IIH" I shall nrrer forjret whale,c!ftid IHto me once when Z had been roAtrled-enl- H
a little while," a woman told m. "lh4 ' Blknown hira well and he had helped me in H
many things of the mind and tho spirit ; H
which had rank into inalgnUtcanas in my j H
esteem when I married and became ab-- I H
serbed in the oarea ofmy heme and work. H
One day I met him asraim and ire talked a '

i'little while about trifles, but when he was V
coing he said, as he told me good --by: fll'Remember that it is olwy potslble t ' H
lire the noble life.' X took thattfcuht M
back with me to my heme ocajatfet. H
and I cannot tell yon how it helped and H
beautified the round of Autka." H

The noble U fe Is as weTl led in VS midst MM
of household cares as when wrlti&ar the H
great atory or the ctlrrlncpom-- Xasfenot, n M
sure but what it is of more jctoal usa ' ,M
in those clrcurfltanc than when shut
away hi the study. Tu do&'t netd to Hifl
have a talent to roalce the best and the
moat beneficial of the people and things IH
about you, to brirur them up to the level HH
you would like to havo occupied by the j lpeople about whom you lonv to write, to j lhold yourelf upon the plane where your WM
imaginary personages live and move and 1 M
have their being. Try this for a while , M
if you are disappointed and come to thi i M
conclusion that after all the talent is j H
nothing of what you had hoped it to be. llBAt the same time, I do not wish to ells- - ilHcourage any one who desires to develop lH
such gifts as she may possess, and whth- -
cr these turn out to be a rich vtJnof oro l
or a mere " pocket " the oourM to pursue mM
is the same. Hake the best of yourself. H
Work at all the details which will be tH
necessary to you when your talent is ei- - H
plolUc. If it ever Is. They will be as use- - H
ful to you in other capacities. A knowl- - JH
edge of literature, a familiarity with the H
best expressions of thought, an ease in ' H
putting your own reflections into the right ,H
words, a perseverance which enables you ' H
to master the managementof a typewritf i H
as you do of rules of grammar and spell- - ' H
Ing will all help you. whether you errolvc H
Into the great short story writer, theoom- -
ing American novelist, or become tho stay H
at home housekeeper, wife, and mother. vHH

1 MARION HARLAND'S HELPING HAND.
. . SHOULD like to say a word to Mrs.

) M JF W, tho woman who ls growing
a I deaf, and wishes, at over 00. to
ji rarn her own living. First 1 wish

to applaud her determination to
SWl support herself and thus keep mind and

body from rusting out, as they aro so
likely to do at her age. Further. I would
fay to her that her first Btcp should be to
learn to read-

-
tho lips. I know of one deaf

Woman who earns her living teaching lip
reading, and another who, through her
knowledge of It, has an excellent position.
The number of positions open to a deaf
woman who can read the lips will be
greater than to ono who cannot. M."

This suggestion that the deaf should
acqulro tho art of lip reading has been
madia beforo frequently In the Corner,
"but it cannot be repeated too often. Tho
trials of the deaf aro marvclously miti-

gated by skill In reading the lips, and I
only wondor that those who have lost their
hearing and lament their consequent iso-

lation do not give moro attention to thla
method of relief.

Helped Her Get Well.
" I will bo glad to send.some interesting

magazines to F M. 1 have bcun In .Sun-

shineI work for fifteen years-- , and during a
long illness received much cheer and
courage from your friends; la fact, my
physician said they aided ray recovery.

Another ono of the many tributes ac-

corded the CorncTllcs for their kindly of-

fices. The address of F Jf. was sent at
once, and there is no question that the

received
interesting magazines will be gratefully

Lonesome Utile Invalid.
" The Helping Hand haB brightened so

many lives do you think you could help
c? I am 15 years of age, and I have

j Plnal curvature. I wrlto to ask for letters
nd for reading matter, for 1 get, O, so

'finely. I cannot pay posUgc on reading

matter. I am sorry to say. but I can mako
tatting and would bo glad to send it to any
one who asks a s.impleoCaccrlaln dainty
edging. I wilt send directions also.

" LONKIA'."

I am sure thero will bo prompt answers
to thla appeal. The lonellncs3 of a girl of
15 afflicted with spinal curvature is
peculiarly touching to me, and I do not
doubt to others also, and I hope the child
may havo the entering letters and read-

ing matters sho craves. Her address will

be given promptly to applicants.

Unable to Walk.
' I have been an invalid forflf teen years

and am unablo to walk. If somo one of

the kind rcadcra of tho Helping Hand has
a wheel chair I would be glad to get It.

I cm financially unable tobuy ono for my-

self. s- - n "

One of tho frequent appeals wc have for
wheel chairs and which aro usually an-

swered satisfactorily. Any ono who has
been an invalid for fifteen ycais should

urcly win the compassion and assistance
of those more fortunato in health than
herself.

Letter for Mrs. H. C. O.
" I have' mislaid the street addrcsB and

number of Mrs. H. G. O. Will you kindly
pjt It on tho loiter I lucloso and post It

cr me? Mns. C. W. V "

"With this note came a scaled letter ad-

dressed to Mrs. H. G. O.. but unfortu-
nately we havo not her address. Should
sho 806 this and write to me, telling mo

how to direct this letter, it will bo for-

warded to her at once. Meanwhile we

rhall hold it unlcso Mrs. C. "V. V. writes
asking for Its return.

Blacking for Stoves.
" In re6ppnoo to tho request of Mm. R.

L. S. I send tho following-- A blacking

for stoves which we have uhqcI for.ycam
and found Invaluable Js made by mixing
efiun.1 part, of kerosene oil and turpen

tine Willi a good stove polish. Mako a
ras-l- the consistency of thick cream and
i.pply to the sloo when it Is slightly
warm. Polish with flannel cloth apd you
will have a blight and shining stove for
months. Even on ail light heaters which
oflen becomo rcdhot this polish will not
turn off. An application of this polish
beforo putting btoves away, for the sum-
mer will provent lusting.

" MR3. L. J. S."
Mrs. rt. L. S. will undoubtedly bn glad

to get this recipe and it will probably, bo
welcomo to others bcsldca.

:;:

Need Clothes for School.
" Three of my boys nccd to bo In school

badly, but wc aro not ablo to clotho them
properly and moot tho payments on tho
farm at tho samo tlmo. "Wc would' bo so
glad to get clothing for our boys. They
aro from 10 to 1G years of age. I will
gladly mako what return I can formich
garment, by knitting or crochet work, as
I can do almost any kind, or I will ex-

change nice large satin and silk pieces in
pound bundles for clothing. Ono pound of
tho pieces will make a quilt. Iwould also
like to get Infants' long or short clothes,
and If any of the Corncrltco caro to send
them to mo I will send now transfer em-

broidery paper patterns Ido hope there
will bo somo ono who will caro to help us
out, for wo need the things very much.

" Mn8 N. S "
As I havo said before, it is against my

practice to ask for clothinjr through tho
Helping- Hand except in rare Instances.
But when boys need schooling and tho
parents are eager for them to take It and
are unablo to provldo tho children with
proper clothing it strikes mo as being a
easo whore an exception should be made.
At this time of year, when tho last year's
garments aro looked over, there aro al-

most always certain articles- which aro
outgrown and these could perhaps be util-

ized by Iho mother Of three boys whoso
agca rango from 10 to 10. It is easy to sco

that anything1 which could bo used would
bo welcome, cither as a free gift or in
exchange for the w ork or the pieces or the
patterns offered by the mother. I shall
hope to havo a prompt and genorous re-

sponse to this appeal

Silver Dollar of 1799.
" In answer to N A. S., who asks tho

valuo of a 1700 silver dollar, 1 will glvo
the following Information- - Silver dollars
of 1700 with ilia fillet head, having five
stars to right of bust, are alued from
?l.n to ?- - 50 apiece, fillet head with six
star to right of bust aro valued at from
$1.30 to ?1.75 apiece. I am a numismatist
and will cheerfully answor any questions
of this sort. Mint marks play an Im-

portant part with tho most valuablo
coins and highly valued coins aro raro.
' Fillet head ' means tho head of Liberty
when tied with a band.

"Mns. E. II. M."
1 havo put the address of Mrs. E. II. M.

on fllo for the benefit of thoso who may
wish it in order to 6ccuro Information
relative to coins they possess. The same
nnswor as to tho valuo of the xllvor dol-
lars has como to me from several other
quarters, and I thank tho senders. Ono
of them writes that she Is a girl of 10, who
wishes to bo of scrvico In tho Corner and
sho offers tho namo of certain dealers
with) whom those deslrlnsr to dispose of
their coins may communicate. I cannot
give these addresses on this page, but the
kindness of tho writer i nonj tho less
appreciated.

:i

Embroidery and Children s Patterns.
" May I Join your interesting Comer?

I am a stranger In the city and would like
to become acquainted with bomo Oorncr-ltc- s.

espcclallylnvalido, as I am much In-

terested in your work of lovo and wish It
every bleralng. I am sorry ior the baby
of which Mrs. V. F. speaks, and tho
mother has my sympathy and prayers
for the child. If she will write to me I
think I maybe able to tell her of a. remedy

which might prove of assistance to the
baby's eyes. I also havo patterns for mak-iD- g

children's bouse slippers and for foot-
ing hosiery as w ell as somo nlco embroid-
ery patterns, if any one cares to have
them. Laujia."

"Wo are glad to welcome this Corneritc
to our ranks, and I am sure the constit-
uency will be happy to have her as one
of thoso who cheer the invalids. Her
patterns, etc . will also be thankfully re-

ceived. I will glvo her name and address
on application. I am sorry to bo unable
to put her in touch with Mrs. V. F.. but
wo havo not tho addross she ak. Other
letters have come asking for It, but It Is
not in my power to glvo it. All that Mm.
V. F. requeued was that "kind readers
would help by prayer a baby that has a
poor cyo " and tho generous minded

will havo to content themselves
with offering tho petitions tho mother
craves.

Magazines of Travel.
"I will cladly pay postage on any travel

magazinea. no matter how far Tjack tho
date. I am shut In partly and wJsh to
aave the magazines and liavo them bound.

N. M."
Can come of our readers respond to this

appeal?
i

No Longer an Invalid.
" Last apring I wroto to tho Corner ask-

ing for decorations for a lonely cabin,
and received all I could use and offers
of a grtat many more, besides cheerful
and encouraging' letters from a good
many others. Since (hat lime Thave Im-

proved greatly In health and am no longer
an Invalid, though I am not yet quite ablo
to work. At present I am on a campltiff
tour, and get all the froah air possible to
get anywhere. It will afford mo great
ploasuro to write M. Q. any experiences 1

havo had during nearly two years of
chasing the curt, and when T geVwclI and
strong again I want to become a Corner- -

lte in real earnest and do something worth
while. G. S."

It Is a gratification to get uch an ap-

preciative- letter as this and to find the
writer so eager to be of assistance to
others. The letter he sent to be for-
warded to XI. G. was directed and posted
at one. The record of this correspond-
ent Is like that of many others who havo
been helped by the Corner. I am glad to
print his acknowledgments of tho kind-
nesses he has received.

Bay IVanls Books.
" I am a boy 33 years old, and I would

like to have the books that C L. 5. has
offered. ""V. K."

I am sorry to say that the books re-

quested' have already been given away.
Has any one else books to give to this
boy? I hope ao.

FAMILY MEALS FOR A WEEK. ! M
SUNDAY.

"R C KKAST.
., riric3. .,, ,

Cral i'
ri ;

...nij
Con Vrnd. Y- i-

Coffce. , t

TXWCHCON.

Veil lof.
Sliced tomatoes with French drwin?v

corn bread Ml oer.
Apple shortcake.

Tea.
DINNER.

' N
Vermicelli noup.

Roaat duck.
Arplo raucc.

Pcalloped tvfMt potatoes. " -
Green pea.

Clvceolatc Ice cream. '

. " Coffee. ,v.
MONDAY.
UPvEAKFAST

Oransc.
Cereal t

i Bcon.
5i 4 Boiled tegs. ,

Roll. 'Coffee.

LUNCHEON. ,,'
- cal.Sflneed

Potato salad. ..

ToaMcd Knjrllrh muffins. . ,
Jam. '

Tea.
DINNER.

Tomato bisque.
Sxlml of duck and pn two leftover).

Baked macaroni. '

Fruit
Cofffte.

', ,

TUESDAY. u'- -

'BREAKFAST ,

Pear. v. i

Cereal.
f , t

Poached errs on toad. s
jkecuil ; "

Coffw. i

LUNCHEON.
l"tlce scrapple.
Eeked potatoer.

"Warmed over biscuit. - 4

CtHckers.
Chce.
Twu

DINNER " V
Raw o)(pri. J

Bef nr.d kldn-c- ruv, 7

--Majihfd potator:
Succotash.

Cottago pudding.
Coffee.

i 'HI
"WEDNESDAY. WM

Dr.EAIIF.VST .. ,11
' i . f.Vreol 'x. ,'i j IVH

T't.iUx r.v.:.tt. i 'v '

'Rollr. ,
'

LUNCHEON.
' H

TP armed (act bf and ktdnao joew. illScalloped pota4e. UTcaxted eoMar puddler. IITeA. H
DINNER. M

Sacootaah ooup. , ;,i

Bollad beef ' tonru with pleast taooa H
Creamed carrots. H

Boiled rice. H
Cuitard mM

Cnl.c. lCoffer. 'H
TJIUnSDAY. , . ;H

j BREAKFAST v H
Graphs. i H
Cereal ilSauMge ' !H

Flannel cikea. ;H
r . Coffee. m

LUNCHEON.
' ;H

S; . . Ciewe fondu. . j WM

H, Baked urert potato, 11
R1e muffins.
Marroatade, j i

Tea.

DINNER. H
Creaas of carrot aoup. 1 H

Srlcd tonca warmtd in aui I j H
Maahd tumlpa. lHKrid rplant -- j j VM

Brown betty of applet U

Coffee. - 7 '

rniDAV. , . H' ' IHBREAKFAST. l '
if, lM

Cereal. IM
Creamed tget.

Topovers. r
t HCoflf. it j jH

LUNOHTON' !, H
Spanlah zt. ' ' !jH

Stallopedi plMX DaftomarJ. " X M
Graham rems. it M

Crackerv. f, V M
Cream cheexe, ,,., ' '.M

Jam. !

coco. , ;

"JDINNaR.
Turnip soup nft orr. I ,M

Baked halibut. HWhipped potalofs t 'HBoiled onions. '

Peach pie. ' 41 H
. Co;r .y , in

SATURDAY. ; '.( '

BREAKFAST ;' Mil
Baked apples v, j

Cereal. i . IH
Bacon and fried peppers. " ! ' jH

Bona. ml
Cor--- ' ' I

LUNCHEON I 1 1
Scalloped fluh leftover. '

s "V ,

rotato puff left overl. v J ;

TVoole wheat bUcuit i f '
iIII

Honey. ' j6" HiI.TTol. I I
DINNER,

v ijjl
Cream of onion soup Heft errwrl.l ' ' 'h

Broiled ee4k. ) ?,. itlH
Kronch fried potatoes. . t i II H

Rolled .quaih. i'jil x,
Rice puddlnc. T3 ? ' ! j

Coffee. : ' V II


